
ACTIVITIES AT GRACE 

Sunday: Morning prayer 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:00 am 
Worship Service 11:00 am 

Tuesday: Women’s Bible Study  10:00 am 

Men’s Bible Study 5:30 pm 

Wednesday: Mid-week prayer meeting 6:30 pm 

Thursday:  Women’s Bible Study  6:30 pm 

COMING ACTIVITIES 

December 7: Annual Elections/Budget meeting 

December 14: Christmas Program 

December 19: Christmas caroling 

December 24: Christmas Eve Communion Service 

 
 

GRACE NOTES November 2025 
 

 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving 

This month I’d like us to take a few minutes to think about 

“praise” and “thanksgiving.” Now, the thanksgiving I’m talking 

about is not the day we celebrate, feasting on turkey or ham. No, 

I’m thinking of the word “thanksgiving” which means “to give 

thanks.” It seems sometimes we thank when we mean to praise 

and vice versa. So, what exactly are praise and 

thanksgiving? How are they the same and how are they 

different? 

Praise is giving God the glory for Who He is, for His attributes, 

for the privilege extended to allow each of us to lift up His holy 

name. Take a moment right now to look up Psalm 150 in your 

Bible. Read it slowly, filtering what you read against the 

description just shared of what praise is. In praise we lift up 

God’s goodness, knowledge, power, wisdom, mercy, grace, 

holiness, love, greatness and patience. When we praise we are 

focused totally on God as He stands alone. Praise is not thanking 

God for anything, just acknowledging Who He is in His greatness 

and power and glory and… well, you get the idea. If you really 

want to praise God joyfully, take time to write down all the 

attributes you can think of that make up who God is. This would 

include words that are maybe not as prevalent in our praise, but 

could be, such as creative, decisive, selective and 

immutable(unchanging). When we take time to praise God, it’s 

a good reminder to us of Who He is, and consequently who we 

are. 

Thanksgiving on the other hand is thanking God, pure and 

simple. Thanksgiving is acknowledging what God has done, is 

doing, or will do. It is our opportunity to tell God what we are 

thankful for that He has provided to us. And remember, “every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 

due to change (James 1:17). It could be material blessings, 

physical blessings, spiritual blessings, or people that God has 

brought into our lives for a purpose. For all of these we need to 

give thanks. Again, I’ll ask you to take a moment and read Psalm 

136, and as you read it, focus on what is says God does, is doing, 

and has done. 

Of course, it is not as cut and dried as it seems. Praise and 

thanksgiving really go together. Praise and thanksgiving please 

the heart of God. They are both necessary components of our 

prayer life. They express our faith, hope, love and gratitude. 

 
 

 

 

STANDARD TIME HAS ARRIVED AGAIN 

It’s time to set your 

clock back one hour 

before you go to bed 

on Saturday evening, 

November 1. 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Potluck 

Sunday, November 16 
th
 after 

the morning service.  Please 

bring a side dish and a 

salad or dessert to share. 

They acknowledge His way is better than our way, 

always. In summary, praise is extolling God for 

Who He is and an expression of our love for Him and 

praise for His character. Thanksgiving is to thank 

God for what He has done and is an expression of 

our gratitude and our thanking Him for His 

actions. One last passage to read, Psalm 106:1-3; it’s 

a psalm of praise and thanksgiving! Indeed, God 

deserves our praise and we have so very much from 

Him for which to be thankful! 
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Please pray for one another each day – those with a birthday are shown with an * 
 


